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ONLINE ALL THE TIME! 

T 
he cross in front of the 
church is draped in 
purple. Soon, the colors 

of the Lenten season will be 
replaced with white as we 
celebrate Easter and the news 
that Jesus Christ has risen!  
Easter is coming soon! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

N 
ext Sunday, the children 
will be waving  palm 
branches during morning 

worship. Then on Monday, a 
week of special afternoon 
services and lunches begins.  
There will be a guest speaker 
each day and special music.  
This all happens Monday, March 
30th through Friday, April 3rd 
from 12:05 until 12:55, a perfect 
way to spend your lunch hour.  
Maundy Thursday worship is on 
April 2nd at 7:00 pm.  Good 
Friday Worship is April 3rd at 
7:00 pm. 
 
 
 

S 
unday, April 5th is Easter 
Sunday.  This year there 
will be a brief sunrise 

service on the front lawn.  Join 
Rev. Catherine Nance as the 
colored drape on the cross is 
changed to reflect the 
resurrection of Christ.  Easter 
Worship is at 8:15 and 10:30 am. 
 

He is not here; he has risen! Remember how he told you, 
while he was still with you in Galilee: ‘The Son of Man must be 
delivered into the hands of sinful men, be crucified and on the 
third day be raised again.’ 

Luke 24:6-7 

A weekend of learning—page 2 
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Taking Celebrate Recovery further — Rev. Parker Benson 

     It was not a dark and stormy night when seven people from our church boarded a bus and traveled to 
Gastonia, North Carolina for a one-day seminar to be held the following day.  Al North 

was driving the bus and his wife Jackie was giving him directions.  Everyone else was complaining about the 
bumps in the road.   
     We finally arrived at the Do-Drop-Inn in Gastonia around 
10:30 p.m.  Larry Campbell, Brenda Clark, Kristie Webb, Audrey 
Pettis, and the right Reverend Parker Benson – along with Al 
and Jackie who were no longer talking - unloaded their luggage 
and settled in for a long winter’s nap. 
     But at 7:00 a.m. they were all back in the lobby of the         
Do-Drop-Inn enjoying a continental breakfast of instant oatmeal, 
crank-it-out Raisin Bran, and fold-me-in-half plastic omelets with 
sausage links glistening near the yogurt.  Al opened the bus 
doors promptly at 8:00 and off we went to the seminar. 
     It was wonderful!  We had so much fun worshipping together 
and listening to the inspirational speakers, and we learned so 
much about that we did not know before.  

Things like: 
 
 is all about the newcomer – we must make newcomers feel welcome at our 

Wednesday night meetings (and we do, and you are all welcome!). 
 Our DNA cannot be mutated, e.g. Jesus Christ is the one and only Higher Power and our only hope for 

recovery from our hurts, habits, and hang-ups.  Amen! 
 takes a TEAM approach: T for training; E for encouraging; A for assimilating; and M 

for ministry.  Go team, go! 
 
      We all feel we are doing a pretty good job in these areas but are willing to grow and improve in other areas 
(like avoiding the bumps in the road while driving to and from Gastonia, North Carolina, Al). 
     As we boarded the bus for the return trip we were of one accord in our plans to launch a new youth group 
called The Landing (look on page 3 of this newsletter for details).  We are also starting two new adult groups: 
Life Hurts, God Heals, for men, and Life Hurts, God Heals, for women.  These groups will supplement our 
existing Family Support Group. We also have groups for chemically dependent men and women, and a 
newcomer’s group for our first-time visitors.  All our small groups are “open-share groups,” meaning anyone is 
welcome and you may openly share whatever is on your mind and/or whatever is going on in your life.  We do 

for you.  We want to help you and love you. 

     And Jackie North wants to help Al drive.  She must be doing a good job because he got us all back home 
safe and sound even though we did hit 997 bumps in the road between here and Gastonia, North Carolina.  In 
retrospect, maybe it was a dark and stormy night.  But we had a good time and we are glad to be back in 
Maryville! 

     

 Please come to 

YOU are always welcome!  
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1st News 
The Recovery program which this church supports, will 
be two years old near the date we celebrate the 150th 
anniversary of the church. In January, 2015 the 
Recovery Leadership team decided to become part of 

, a ministry that has enjoyed 24 

years of success in more than 25,000 churches, 
helping people recover from addictions, worry, habits, 
hang ups and hurts.  
 
The ministry has grown to about 100 people. Each 
week child care is offered, but to date we have not had 
a program for our youth ages 13 to 18. We have had 
parents show up with teen age children and have had 
nothing to offer them while their parents attend the 
various share groups.  
 

offers a program for this age 

group. It is called The Landing. It is highly structured 
and proven effective at helping youth who are 
sometimes alone in dealing with the problems of this 
age.  
 
The group will meet in a large group for worship, 
devotion and lesson and then break into small groups 
to discuss the lessons. These are not therapy groups 
but are structured such that the lesson theme is 
reinforced. The first two lessons are about the denial 
that we even have hurts, habits or hang-ups.  
 
It is our hope and expectation that offering this program 
will attract families who will know that there is a Christ 
centered program for their children available at the 
same time they are in open share small groups. 
The Landing begins at 7:00 pm on April 1. It is also our 
hope that church members will support the 

 Ministry with their presence and by bringing 

their teen age children to experience The Landing. 
 

New Recovery program launching 

Sunrise Service Added! 
Easter morning at 7:00 am 

Gather on the front lawn to change the cross 
from Good Friday black to Easter morning 

white the service will be finished by 7:20 pm 

 

The winter weather of February forced a few changes in 
schedules.  didn’t meet for two 

weeks in a row and that meant a special guest scheduled 
to appear couldn’t make it.   

Kelly Smith was the focus of a recent article in the Daily 
Times which told about her 14-month journey where she 
lost 195 pounds without having any weight loss surgery.  

Weight loss is one of those hang-ups many people deal 
with every day.  is designed to help 

people cope with their hang-ups and the bad habits that 
may lead to the problem.   

On Wednesday, April 15th, Kelly will be our special guest 
at .  Following her presentation there 

will be a Question and Answer time in a small group 
format.  Everyone is invited to come hear Kelly’s 
inspirational story. 

 

Kelly Smith 
@

Wednesday, April 15th 
Speaking at 7:00 pm 

Followed by Q&A in  
small groups at 8:10  

 

Special guest rescheduled! 

Easter Morning Shuttle 

There will be a continuous shuttle running from behind 
Maryville Junior High School beginning at 6:30 am 
and continue until everyone is shuttled back after the 
10:30 am service.  

 Choir and orchestra members are encouraged to use 
this to help free up parking for guests.   

Picture from the Maryville Daily Times 
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A vision for 1500 pocket prayer shawls 

Holston Conference 
Bishop, Mary Virginia 
Taylor and the 
Conference Board of 
Lay Ministry have a 
vision of giving a 
Pocket Prayer Shawl 
to each lay and clergy 
member attending the 
2015 Holston Annual 

Conference.  To fulfill this vision 1500 pocket prayer 
shawls are needed.    

So, how is this going to happen?  Each church in 
Holston Conference is asked to make as many pocket 
shawls as they can create.  They can be knitted, 
crocheted, quilted, needlepoint, etc.  The size is to be 
kept small 3X3, 4X4, 3X5.  The idea is to keep them 
small (to fit in a pocket) and pray for the church and 
its work as you create it.  (You can find the crochet 
patterns on the church website, www.1stchurch.org 
under the Care & Prayer Tab of the 1st Ministries 
section. There are also copies available in the church 
office)  

The pocket prayer shawls only take a few minutes to 
make and it is a great way to use up scraps of yarn.  
So, please consider helping with fulfilling this vision.  

 All completed pocket prayer shawls must be 
delivered to the church office by April 26

th
.  They 

will then be put in a small plastic sandwich bag with a 
tag identifying the church that made it.   

If you have any questions you may call Sally 

Thierbach at 865-233-0365.    

Ready for Renovations  

On the day after Easter, crews will begin work on  
renovations of the church building.  The work will 
take several months and will result in many 
changes in where worship takes place, where 
meetings happen, and what parts of the building 
can be used at certain 
times.   To help keep 
you informed about all 
that is happening and 
how it affects you, we 
will be publishing 
regular updates here in 
The Church Bell, in 
bulletins and online in the “Renovation News” 
section on the home page of www.1stchurch.org. 
You may also receive regular emails and phone 
tree messages when changes are made.  These 
renovations  are designed to enhance worship 
spaces and make make the building a friendly 
and safer place for children. 
 
One of the first changes comes on April 12th. 
Beginning on that day, the 8:15 and 10:30 
Traditional Worship Services will start meeting in 
Asbury Hall while the 10:30 Contemporary 
Worship Service will move to Wesley Hall.  

Sharing the hope of Easter 

With Easter approaching, have you taken time to 
invite someone to hear the good news on Easter 
morning and join in the celebration? 

If you are on social media, we’ve made it easy for 
you to let your family, friends and neighbors know 
about Easter services on April 5th.    

Just visit www.1stchurch.org, click on Easter 2015 
and scroll down to find facebook profile and cover 
pictures, twitter headers and much more.  
Download them, then use them in your social 
media conversations from now until Easter. 

Of course, you can also just call folks up or tell 
them in person, that Easter is coming and that they 
can find HOPE in the message ON April 5th! 

 

After three weeks 
of cancelations, the 
Welcome Table 
got back on track 
March 12th with 
Chicken Pot pie on 
the menu.  More 
than 200 people 
came out that night 
for the meal.  A big 
thank you to all the 
volunteers who 
make this ministry 
happen each week.  

http://storage.cloversites.com/firstunitedmethodistchurch41/documents/Pocket%20Prayer%20Shawl%20patterns%20(knit%20%20crochet).pdf
http://1stchurch.org/#/1st-stop/renovation-news
http://1stchurch.org/#/1st-stop/easter-2015


THE CHURCH BELL                                             Page 5 

J.O.Y.  
(Just for older “youth”) 

Fellowship lunch and program 
Wednesday, April 29th 

 
Members of the Maryville Police Department will provide you with an informative program where you can: 
 Learn how to avoid scams 
 Learn what to do during a home invasion 
 Learn general practices for safe living 
 

Following the presentation YOU will have a chance to ask questions.  
 

Lunch is $5  
Sign up online by April 27th at: 

 
 www.1stchurch.org 
(under “event registration) 

 
                                        or call 982-1273 

Children’s Corner                                                                          
Contact:   Denise Johns, djohns@fumc-maryville.org  or  982-1273   

 

Confirmation Service 
When a child is baptized in the United Methodist 
Church, members of the congregation vow to 
help provide Christian nurture and fellowship to 
the child. 
 
On March 29th, members of this year’s 
Confirmation Class will take the step of 
confirming their faith in a special service at 5:00 
pm that evening in the Sanctuary. 
 
Please come and share your continued love and 
care for these boys and girls as they take this 
important step in their faith journeys.  
 
The confirmands and their families will be having 
dinner afterward at 6:00 pm in Wesley Hall.  To 
give us a better idea on how many are staying 
for the meal, please sign up online at 
www.1stchurch.org (under “event registration” or 
call the church office at 982-1273. 
 

How can you keep yourself safe? 

Children participating in the Scavenger Hunt need to 
have a parent or guardian with them.   

They should also bring a camera or a phone with a 
camera as well as a Bible.  

http://www.1stchurch.org/#/1st-stop/event-registration
mailto:djohns@fumc-maryville.org
http://www.1stchurch.org/#/1st-stop/event-registration
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Sunday commitments 4/5/15 

Sunday commitments 3/29/15 

Greeters: 

 8:15 Traditional 

       Phil & Amy Large 
     Bonnie & Sterley Van Pelt 
        

 10:30 Contemporary    

       Brian & Kim Anderson 
       Lori Strait 
        
       10:30 Traditional 
       Louise Berry 
       Sandy Miller 
 
 

 Acolytes: 
 Ellie Smith 
 Sidney Daves 
        

Greeters: 

 8:15 Traditional 

       Mike & Nancy Allee 
       Rex & Marilyn Davis 
       

 10:30 Contemporary    

       John & Julie Elder 
       Russ & Callen Parsley 
 
       10:30 Traditional 
       Glen & JoAnn Doig 
       Bill Benson 
         

 Acolytes: 
 Elizabeth & Maggie West 
 
  
        

Lift your voice on Easter Sunday 

The good news of Christ’s resurrection comes alive in 
the music of Easter Sunday. This year, Director of 
Music, Terry Wilson has added a special piece of 
music to the worship service where the choir and the 
congregation both have roles in singing.  The song is 
Hail the Day that Sees Him Rise!, arranged by Dan 
Forrest. 

In an effort to help you prepare for this special music, 
we are providing you with a lyrics video online.  To find 
it just go to www.1stchurch.org and click on the Music 
at 1st tab.  Once there click on Rehearsal & Worship 
and the link to the video will be there at the top of the 
page.  We’ll also post the link on Facebook and our 
other social media channels.   

Easter Offering 

Last week, many of you received a letter in the mail 
explaining this year’s Easter Offering.  This year, the 
money will be used to help pay for the next Habitat 
House.  

 

Back in October, the last Habitat Home built by 1st 
UMC was dedicated (at 3663 Concord Road in 
Rockwood).  Bridget Hundley and her two children 
were the recipients of the home.    

 

Habitat for Humanity and 1st UMC have been building 
homes together for more than 20-years now.  

http://1stchurch.org/#/music-at-1st/rehearsal-worship


          HAPPENING AT 
Sunday,  March 29, 2015 
  7:35 AM  Morning Glory Chorus rehearsal, 249 
  8:15 AM  Traditional Worship, Asbury Hall 
  9:15 AM  Sunday School. 
  9:15 AM  Sunday School Class 
                 Renovation plans presentation, Wesley Hall 
10:30 AM  Traditional Worship, Sanctuary  
10:30 AM  Contemporary Worship, Asbury Hall 
  4:00 PM  Financial Peace, 214 
  4:00 PM  Legacy Journey, 215 
  4:00 PM  Jubilant Ringers, 249 
  4:15 PM  Celebration Bells, 254 
  4:30 PM  Celebration Singers, 252 
  5:00 PM  Youth attend the Confirmation Service 
  5:00 PM  Confirmation Worship Service, Sanctuary 
  6:00 PM  Dinner for Confirmands and Families, Wesley 
Monday,  March 30,  2015 
12:05 PM  Holy Week Service & Lunch (Rev. Kay Dillard) 
                  Sanctuary & Wesley Hall 
  3:30 PM  Primary Praise (K-1st) 
  3:30 PM  Merrymakers (2nd/3rd) 
  3:30 PM  Joy Singers (4th-6th) 
Tuesday, March 31, 2015 
12:05 PM  Holy Week Service &Lunch (Rev. Barbara Clark)  
                 Sanctuary, Wesley Hall 
  6:00 PM  Devoted Fitness, Asbury Hall 
  7:00 PM  AA, 128 
  7:00 PM  Pickleball, Asbury Hall 
  7:00 PM  Brass Rehearsal, Sanctuary 
Wednesday, April 1, 2015 
10:00 AM  Covenant Bible Study, 214 
12:05 PM  Holy Week Service &Lunch (Rev. Sarah Slack)  
                 Sanctuary, Wesley Hall 
 

          Celebrate Recovery 
6:00 PM  Light Meal, Asbury Hall 
7:00 PM  Worship, Asbury Hall 

8:10 PM  Share Groups, Assigned Rooms 
 
  7:00 PM  Dude’s Study, Taco Bell 
  7:00 PM  Chancel Choir, 249   
 Thursday, April 2, 2015 
  6:00 AM  Men’s Bible Study, 214 
  9:45 AM  Asagao Handells, 252 
12:05 PM  Holy Week Service &Lunch (Rev. Buzz Trexler)  
                 Sanctuary, Wesley Hall 
  5:00 PM  Welcome Table, Asbury Hall 
  6:00 PM  Youth Ladies Study, Panera Bread 
  7:00 PM  AA, 128 
  7:00 PM  Maundy Thursday Worship, Sanctuary 
Friday, April 3, 2015 
*The Church Office will be closed on Good Friday 
12:05 PM  Holy Week Service &Lunch  
                 (Rev. Charles Maynard)  
                  Sanctuary, Wesley Hall 
  7:00 PM  Good Friday Worship, Sanctuary 
  

 

 
Easter Sunday 
Sunday,  April 5, 2015  
   8:15 AM  Traditional Worship, Sanctuary 
   9:15 AM  Sunday School 
 10:30 AM  Contemporary Worship, Asbury Hall 
 10:30 AM  Traditional Worship, Sanctuary  
    
           *Youth will not meet today! 
 
Monday, April 6, 2015 
   3:30 PM  Primary Praise Singers  (K-1st) 
   3:30 PM  Merrymakers (2nd/3rd) 
   3:30 PM  Joy Singers (4th-6th) 
Tuesday, April 7, 2015 
  6:00 PM  Devoted Fitness, Asbury Hall 
  7:00 PM  AA, 128 
  7:00 PM  Pickle Ball, Asbury Hall 
Wednesday, April 8, , 2015 
10:00 AM  Covenant Bible Study (Session 2), 214 

 
          Celebrate Recovery 

6:00 PM  Light Meal, Asbury Hall 
7:00 PM  Worship, Asbury Hall 

8:10 PM  Share Groups, Assigned Rooms 
 
   7:00 PM  Dude’s Study, Taco Bell 
   7:30 PM  Chancel Choir, 249 
 
Thursday, April 9, 2015 
  6:00 AM  Men’s Bible Study, 214 
  9:45 AM  Asagao Handbells, 252 
  5:00 PM  Welcome Table, Asbury Hall 
  6:00 PM  Youth Ladies Study, Panera Bread 
  7:00 PM  AA, 128 
  7:00 PM  VFW 10855, 254 
 
Friday, April 10, 2015 
10:00 AM  Covenant Bible Study—(Session 1), 214 
 
Saturday, April 11, 2015 
   9:00 AM  Pickleball, Asbury Hall 
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The next edition of The Church Bell will be published on April 6th! 

Last week, these youth enjoyed time in Cades Cove.  
The day trip included a hike to Abram’s Falls.  

No Youth on April 5th (Easter Sunday) 
 
Sunday, April 12th 
We will have a special guest from our sister church in Kuldiga, Latvia joining us for Youth. 
 
Sunday, April 19th 
We will travel to Sevierville to eat dinner at Sakura Buffet.  The youth ate there on the way back from Resurrection  
and really enjoyed it.  Youth need to bring $10 for dinner.  We will all leave the church at 6:090 pm and be back by 
8:30 pm 
 

*We are in need of a family to volunteer to serve snack supper on Sunday, April 12th! 

Nathan Irwin, Youth Director 
nirwin@1stchurch.org  

Sunday, March 29th 
The Youth will meet from 5-7 pm, taking part in a special 
Confirmation Service and Dinner.  This is an important 
time where our youth can meet and greet those 
upcoming 7th graders who will be in youth soon, so 
please make plans to attend. 

https://www.facebook.com/MaryvilleFUMC
https://twitter.com/1stmaryville

